
Wendy Blankley’s goal as a teacher is to connect her 
learners with every continent. Blankley recently won 
the 2019 Keystone Innovator Technology Award for 
embracing the effective integration of educational 
technology and innovating with new technology tools 
and resources in the ever-changing landscape of 
today’s educational environment.

Mystery Skype in the Classroom
Blankley has some advice for teachers who want to start connecting with other 
classes. “Start with social media. I have found numerous connections by using 
Twitter and Facebook. I’m in a Facebook group, “Mystery Skype in the Classroom.” 

Her class did a “Mystery Skype” with a classroom in Wales. In “Mystery Skype,” 
each classroom connects via a videoconferencing app like Skype or Zoom and 
tries to guess the location of the other classroom by asking yes or no ques-
tions. Blankley saw a “million different” changes in her students’ engagement 
level. The kids collaborated and used higher-order thinking skills to come up 
with questions for the other class. They ask questions like, “Is your country 
located in Asia?” or “Are you north of the equator?” to find the other class-
room’s location. Blankley has even used Mystery Skype in math class, asking 
the kids to estimate the distance between the locations and calculate the 
cost of flights. 

After Mystery Skyping with the classroom in Wales, Blankley again connected 
with the class to read books by the same author and compare plot, setting, 
and theme. “What I’ve found in connecting with other teachers is that educa-
tors are so generous with their time; they want to help.”
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I didn’t see a spark within my kids with them learning in a traditional classroom model. 
I wanted to be the type of teacher who kindled my kids excitement and desire in a 
classroom setting while experiencing the fun of education.

Take the Videoconferencing Leap
Blankley made the video connections without heavy IT staff involvement. “The 
first couple of times I did make connections, I was so nervous.” I thought, ‘What 
if something goes wrong?’ Well, you know what? It might go wrong. It will be 
worth it though for my learners” When she invited her superintendant to 
witness the Mystery Skype, it wouldn’t connect at first, but she kept at it, and 
eventually connected. She advises having a backup plan just in case anything 
goes awry. 

Blankley is glad she took the leap to videoconference with other classes around 
the world. Since then, she’s connected her kids to a butterfly expert via the 
Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration (CILC) and with a classroom 
in Ghana to share cultural dances. “I want my kids to realize they can do 
anything. When they see a scientist in Antarctica, or connect with a class in 
Africa, I want them to understand that they can do whatever they want and 
go wherever they want. The world is a click and a connection away”
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