
As a media specialist at Wylie Elementary School in 
Dexter, Michigan, Meredith Nickerson has a knack 
for using tech to teach. She started her career as 
a technology coach, training teachers on how to 
incorporate technology into their lessons.  

Nickerson advises that if students can accomplish the same task with a pencil 
and paper, then the tech is not necessary.

Using CoSpaces to Create Students’ Virtual “Happy Place”
She likes CoSpaces because it has free lesson plans and allows students to add 
objects using Google Poly. Once they created the spaces, her students toured 
each other’s dream worlds using virtual reality. “We couldn’t do most of the 
projects we do without our high-speed internet connection,” Nickerson said. 
“Pretty much everything we’re doing is internet-based.” Next year, she plans 
to ask students to choose a scene from a fiction book and create that world 
in CoSpaces. 

Through creating their happy places, Nickerson saw an increase in student 
engagement. “It’s such a different and exciting way for them to express 
themselves,” she said. The change especially was noticible in kids who often 
struggled. “My kids who might be struggling writers would balk at a regular 
writing assignment, [but] they can better share their story using powerful 
tools like video.” 
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It’s easy to throw tech in a classroom and use it willy-nilly and just try things 
out,” Nickerson said. “It’s harder to take a step back and really think about 
if technology is improving the lesson or not. 

Advice for Teachers Using Tech
Nickerson suggests that teachers attend their state or local International 
Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) affiliate conference. She even 
teaches from the ISTE standards. She also attends the conference for the 
Michigan ISTE affiliate, the Michigan Association for Computer Users in 
Learning (MACUL). 

For someone just starting out, Nickerson has this advice: “Pick something that 
you are already doing that you are comfortable with. Think about how technol-
ogy could take what you already do to the next level, or improve what you 
are already doing. It is easy to get overwhelmed by all the new technology 
platforms. But if you take a lesson you already have that you are passionate 
about, you are more willing to invest your time.”
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